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SACREBrent                                
Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education
Chair: Basma ElShayyal
Consultants: Roger Butler and Lesley Prior

MINUTES OF MEETING OF AGREED SYLLABUS CONFERENCE
7 March 2019

Brent Civic Centre

Start: 16:35

Attendees:
GROUP A
(A committee of persons representing such 
Christian denominations and other religions 
and denominations of such religions as, in 
the opinion of the authority, will 
appropriately reflect the principal religious 
traditions in the area)

Basma ElShayyal (Chair, Sunni Islam)
Bhupinder Singh (Sikh)
Farjad Farid (Bahá'í)

GROUP B
(A committee of persons representing the 
Church of England)

Laurence Hillel (Vice-Chair, Church of England)
Rev. Steve Taylor (Church of England)

GROUP C
(A committee of persons representing such 
associations representing teachers as, in 
the opinion of the authority, ought to be 
represented, having regard to the 
circumstances of the area)

Sean Cremmin (Teachers’ Union)

GROUP D
(A committee of persons representing the 
authority)

Cllr  Neil Nerva
Cllr Orleen Hylton
Cllr Dar
Helen Tulloch
John Frankis 

In attendance: Roger Butler (consultant)
Abraham Wilson (observer - Baha’i)
Joe Kwateng (Brent Council – Governance 
Team)

Apologies: Ian Slade
Gillian Crow
Malcolm Deboo
Mark Newton
Sarah Lane Cawte
Helen Mooney
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Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education
Chair: Basma ElShayyal
Consultants: Roger Butler and Lesley Prior

1. Welcome and apologies:

 Apologies were not reported
 The Chair welcomed everyone and thanked officers for arranging 

for the meeting to be hosted at Brent Civic Centre.
 The Chair informed members that this was the last meeting for Laurence 

Hillel (Vice-Chair, Church of England) and having expressed her 
appreciation on behalf of the Committee for Mr Hillel’s support to SACRE, 
presented a token of gift.  Mr Hillel reciprocated the felicitations.

 Revd. Laurence was formally thanked for his long service to SACRE 
in particular and for his interfaith work in Brent schools in general; 
and Revd. Steve was welcomed as his replacement 

 The Chair then introduced Rev. Steve Taylor (Church of England).

2. Minutes of the last meeting:

 The minutes of the previous ASC meeting held on 30 October 2018 
were approved as an accurate record.

3. Matters arising:

The Chair ran through the actions noted at the previous meeting and 
commented on the following:

 That a web link to the current Agreed Syllabus has been shared.
 The Chair had circulated an electronic copy of the current agreed 

syllabus was circulated to officers and SACRE members as promised 
during the last meeting.

 Mr Singh expressed satisfaction with the web link.
 Mr Wilson suggested a poster display of various groups and together 

with the representatives.
 The Chair decided to revisit Mr Wilson’s suggestion under AOUB

4. Brent Schools Religious Education Curriculum Research

Arising from the action point at the last meeting, Mr Roger Butler (Adviser to 
SACRE) was asked prepare suggestions for discussion. The Chair invited 
Mr Butler to present his findings.

Mr Butler started by saying that by law all local authorities must review their 
agreed syllabuses at least once every five years. Whilst Brent’s current agreed 
syllabus had served the borough’s schools well for nearly seventeen years, 
but there was now a consensus among teachers, representatives of different 
religious communities, and Brent Council, that the time has come to revisit the 
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Consultants: Roger Butler and Lesley Prior

place of RE within the curriculum of the borough’s community schools (and 
any other schools that currently follow Brent’s syllabus and wish to continue 
so doing). He noted the ever decreasing importance of religion in the lives of 
so many young people in England but emphasised the significant need for 
religion to be taught and studied in its own right within the curriculum of secular 
schools.  In this way RE would instil in young people the importance of 
promoting peace, co- existence, and cooperation between all the peoples of 
the world, hence promoting peace, harmony and understanding rather than 
hostility and misunderstanding between different religions.

He realised the pressures on the school curriculum, however this was not a 
valid reason why schools should concentrate on the major religious traditions 
in the UK such as just Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. To do so would be 
very unfair on the children and families of smaller religious communities who 
would go through their school careers learning about, and perhaps 
celebrating, Christmas and Easter, Ramadan and Eid, Divali and Holi, and 
never once being able to talk about, and have classmates learn about, their 
holy days and festivals.  Furthermore, the smaller religious traditions in Brent 
have unique and important beliefs and practices that will challenge some of 
our taken-for- granted presumptions about what religion is, and allow us 
insights into how a wide range of religious people see the world and human 
existence in different ways.

Mr Butler referenced his report drawing attention to religious faiths, their 
contributions and challenges to our society.  He also gave an insight into 
some of challenges facing RE teachers and invariably rely on coordinators or 
heads of department who were unlikely to have read the full document but 
rather simply home in on the key stages they teach.  He continued that if the 
new Brent agreed syllabus was to be taken seriously in our schools then it 
was imperative that the ASC and SACRE lobby the Local Authority to ensure 
that teachers had opportunities to learn about the new syllabus and received 
adequate support in identifying appropriate resources to teach it.

The Committee heard that the agreed syllabus conference could help teachers 
by being clear as to what religious education was intended to achieve in 
schools and producing an agreed syllabus that allowed teachers freedom to 
teach in ways they feel comfortable with, giving them scope to be innovative, 
within a broad framework of what was required to be taught.  SACRE could 
then offer teachers the advice and guidance with regard to appropriate 
teaching methods and materials as well as facilitate visiting speakers to come 
into schools and/or to help organise visits to places of worship.

In conclusion, Mr Butler identified the following five keys to good RE as 
amplified within his report findings:
1. Emphasis on empathy, but also on rational thinking
2. A syllabus of Religious Education clearly relevant to our time, our pupils, 

and their families, but also realistic from the point of view of our teachers 
and schools.

3. Adopting a hermeneutic approach to religious study.
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4. A phenomenological approach to religious study
5. The importance of community schools (and academies without a religious 

character) adopting a clearly secular approach to RE.

In the ensuing discussions, members focussed on how best to progress 
religious education in schools and the process of delineating faiths as minor 
of major within the school curriculum. Mr Butler advised that new and 
contemporaneous syllabus should be generated as well as teachers should 
be properly trained and adequately resourced to take on their RE teaching 
roles in our schools.

In welcoming the report by Mr Butler, the Chair stated that ASC should hold 
on to areas of positive practice including the key aspects which were felt to be 
both important and relevant and updating them where possible.  She advised 
that the work should be continued and circulated to colleagues for feedback in 
advance of the meeting in June 2019

ACTION: 
 That preparation of the work on Brent Schools Religious Education 

Curriculum Research should continue and be circulated to colleagues 
for feedback in advance of the meeting in June 2019.

 That the Governance Team look into the possibility of holding future 
meetings at the Civic Centre.

End: 5.30pm

Notice of Next Meeting: Thursday, 27 June 2019 - 4.30pm 

BASMA ELSHAYYAL

Chair
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